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Thomas Tallis’s Secret Garden
Ensemble européen William Byrd

Graham O’Reilly, direction

Thomas Tallis died in Greenwich in 1585 at about 80 years of age, of which more than half had been 
spent as a musician at the English Chapel Royal. During his time in royal service, no less than four 
different monarchs sat on the throne, each of whom insisted on imposing his (or her) own differing 
beliefs on the country. Passionate religious disputation and high political drama followed.
Tallis undoubtedly remained a Catholic all his life : in 1576 he stood godfather to Byrd’s son 
Thomas, inconceivable if he wasn’t of the faith, and he may have had as patron the well-known 
recusant Anthony Roper, grandson of Sir Thomas More, whose seat was at Eltham, just three 
miles from Greenwich. But he seems to have been content to show a non-aggressive face to the 
world. Music was his means of expression – his real secret garden – and in this, he had no peer.
‘Mild and quiet’ Thomas Tallis managed to dominate 50 years of Tudor musical life. A 
musician’s musician, capable of the most staggering feats of technical virtuosity (Spem 
in alium), he was also able, by the simplest and most elegant means, to express in music 
sadness and joy, calm and excitement, anxiety and resignation.
In this recording, Graham O reilly has been guided by the circumstances of performance 
that this music may have had in the Elizabethan period. He does not seek to recreate the 
splendour, ceremony and high solemnity which must have accompanied its first performance 
in the Chapel Royal or some such august institution. Rather he aims for the intimate atmos-
phere of a chamber performance, generally with one voice to a part, with the exchange and 
sharing of musical ideas which polyphony, by its very nature, always seems to demand.

Passacaille 963

1 – 4  Marian antiphon: Gaude gloriosa Dei Mater 
 1  Gaude gloriosa Dei mater 
 2  Gaude Virgo Maria quam dignam  
 3  Gaude Virgo Maria, quæ corpore 
 4  Gaude Virgo Maria, Christi benedicta Mater 

5   Respond: Loquebantur variis linguis 

6   Respond: Audivi vocem de cælo

7 – 8   Motet: Suscipe quæso Domine 
 7  Suscipe quæso Domine 
 8  Si enim iniquitates recordaberis

9   Respond: Dum transisset Sabbatum

10 – 12  The Lamentations of Jeremiah II 
 10  De lamentatione Jeremiae prophetae 
 11  DALETH. Omnes persecutores ejus 
 12  HE. Facti sunt hostes 

13 – 15  Marian antiphon: Salve intemerata Virgo Maria 
 13  Salve intemerata Virgo Maria 
 14  Tu nimirum universas 
 15  Secundum humanitatem 

Total time    70’21
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RENAISSANCE SINGER-COMPOSERS OF PICARDY 
 
Odhecaton – Paolo Da Col (direction) 
 

Countertenors  Alessandro Carmignani 
Raoul Le Chenadec 
Gianluigi Ghiringhelli 
Renzo Bez 

Tenors     Fabio Furnari 
Paolo Fanciullacci 
Vincenzo Di Donato 

Baryton     Marco Scavazza 
Basses       Giovanni Dagnino 

Enrico Bava 
Marcello Vargetto 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Between about 1400 and 1550, musical life in Europe was dominated by five generations of musicians born and formed in a 
well-defined geographical area generally described by musicologists as franco-flemish. From this area emanated the 
overwhelming majority of the musical elite of the Renaissance – illustrious composers and musicians, recruited at great 
expense by wealthy patrons right across Europe. The southern part of this area, Picardy, was a rich pool of talented singers 
and composers. The cathedral and collegial churches of Amiens alongside the Picard church chapters pursued a general 
musical education for choirboys who, if they showed any natural musical talent, could become professional musicians, 
either in their churches or – greatest prize of all – by being recruited to the private chapels of the grandest of European 
rulers. With five composers from different generations, and of varying status, this programme of religious music conveys a 
relatively comprehensive survey of what 16th-century musical life in the churches of one of the most musically well-
endowed French provinces might have been. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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